LESSON 2 *October 3—9

(page 14 of Standard Edition)

The Call of « Prophet

SABBATH AFTERNOON

Read for This Week’s Study: Gen. 15:6, Gal. 3:6-9, 1 Kings
18:19-39, Isaiah 53, Dan. 2:46—48, Mark 1:2-5, Matt. 11:1-6.

Memory Text: “Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: ‘Whom
shall I send, and who will go for Us?’ Then I said, ‘Here am I! Send
me’” (Isaiah 6:8, NKJV).

God’s people. Sometimes they were center stage, taking powerful,
if not crucial, positions in the life of the community.

However, being a prophet was a difficult calling. Their lives were
often not easy but filled with sorrow, rejection, misunderstanding, and
frustration.

Often God’s prophets did not readily accept their call to the prophetic
office. And no wonder. Many prophets were strongly opposed by
those who should have welcomed their messages. God’s prophets were
ignored, ridiculed, beaten, or jailed. Others were stoned or hunted like
wild animals. Several were martyred.

Today, in a generation flooded with violence, greed, immorality,
exploitation, and all manner of satanic influences, the prophetic voice
is often rejected or simply ignored. We are called to heed the voice of
God’s prophets and to be messengers of the hope given to us through
the prophets.

Last week we learned that, after the Fall in Eden, God worked to
reestablish communication with human beings. This week we will
examine some monumental times in history when God called prophets
to realign His people with His messages for a fallen world.

In biblical times, prophets often played key roles in the history of

* Study this week's lesson to prepare for Sabbath, October 10.
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Abraham, Defender of the Covenant

From Genesis to Revelation, God has had a faithful remnant who have
accepted the call to obedience in response to His grace (see Jer: 31:7,
31-34). For example, years after the dispersion from Babel, God chose
Abram (later Abraham) to be an example of covenant faith, not just to his
family but for all future generations. Surrounded by apostasy and moral
ambivalence, Abram proved faithful to God’s call. (See Gen. 12:1-9.)

God communicated the terms of the covenant to Abraham and showed
him how humanity’s salvation would be accomplished through the sacri-
fice of Christ (Gen. 15:6-17). To test Abraham’s faith and to illustrate the
future sacrifice of God’s Son, Abraham was called upon to offer Isaac, his
son, as a sacrifice to God (Gen. 22:1-17). What an excruciating test for
the father of the faithful. Think of all the reasons Abraham could have used
to disregard God’s explicit command, yet he faithfully obeyed. God stayed
the hand of Abraham from killing Isaac and provided a ram in his stead.

Not all prophets were called by God to warn of impending doom. All
were called, however, to restore the people to faithfulness and often to
warn against apostasy, against oppression of those who were poor and
needy, and against violation of the covenant and its stipulations.

Most important of all, however, the prophets were to reveal the promise
of salvation found in the Messiah. The enduring testimony of the biblical
prophets and of His Spirit in our post-apostolic era calls us to recognize and
to warn others of the impending crisis that will come upon the world. Yet cen-
tral to that warning is the good news of redemption for Jesus’ faithful people,
those who have remained in covenantal relationship with Him (Rev. 12:17).

Read Genesis 15:6, Galatians 3:6-9, and Hebrews 11:8. What about
Abraham’s life and character qualified him for God’s service, even
though he was, clearly, a flawed man?

There are many parallels between Abraham’s day and ours. As paganism
and idolatry ran rampant in Abraham’s day, so today many of the world’s
competing ideologies aim to eliminate or marginalize Christianity. In con-
trast with much of the prevailing culture, God’s people today are called to
reflect His image faithfully in their daily interactions with others, including
their proclamation of the three angels’ messages (Rev. 14:6—12).

Scripture says that Abram “believed in the Lorp; and he counted
it to him for righteousness” (Gen. 15:6). How do you see the
promise of the gospel powerfully revealed in this text? What hope
can you take from this for yourself?
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The Elijah Message

Read 1 Kings 18:19-39. What can we see from this story about how the
prophetic office can work?

Elijah’s calling and manner of speech reflected his role as God’s mes-
senger. To stop Israel’s apostasy, God sent Elijah to King Ahab in order
to announce a multiyear drought. God used this affliction to turn His
people away from idolatry and back to obedience. King and country
blamed the prophet Elijah for their woe and sought his death.

On Mount Carmel, Elijah confronted the prophets of Baal and
Asherah. God’s messenger made a Spirit-filled appeal to idolatrous
Israel to denounce their false gods and return to the Lord. The people
knew that their choices had led them into national apostasy. They were
now ready to embrace the God of Elijah again, who had proved to be
superior to their false gods, which, in reality, didn’t even exist.

Just prior to Christ’s second coming, God commands His church to pro-
claim the Elijah message again, and for people to turn away from their “idols”
and be ready to stand in the great day of the Lord. God still communicates
with His people through channels that He has selected. His Word and the
gift of prophecy provide admonition, warning, counsel, and encouragement.

“A revival of true godliness among us is the greatest and most urgent
of all our needs. To seek this should be our first work. There must be
earnest effort to obtain the blessing of the Lord, not because God is not
willing to bestow His blessing upon us, but because we are unprepared
to receive it.”—Ellen G. White, Selected Messages, book 1, p. 121.

Read Malachi 4:5, 6. How does the Elijah message impact the homes
of those who follow God?

True revival starts in the heart and the home. The family is the
cornerstone of the church and an indispensable building block of com-
munity. Revival in the home spreads a heavenly love to the church,
the community, and the nation. This is God’s purpose for the Christian
home. Revival also motivates God’s people for mission.

What kinds of idols, if any, exist in our homes, hearts, and
churches today?
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Isaiah, the Gospel Prophet

Isaiah, a major prophet of the Old Testament, received His call to pro-
phetic ministry directly from God (see Isa. 6:1-8). Overwhelmed by God’s
holiness and majesty, Isaiah realized his unworthiness. In that moment, a
seraph flew to Isaiah with a live coal from the heavenly altar and “purged”
his sins. God then asked, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”
Isaiah’s response should be ours: “Here am I; send me” (Isa. 6:8).

Isaiah’s call came at a pivotal point in Israel’s history. Despite his
own failings, the task of warning Israel and its leaders of their sins was
very important. Isaiah’s prophecies are key Scripture passages, provid-
ing profound insight on God’s nature, the nature of humanity, and the
unfolding plan of salvation. In fact, what is unquestionably the most
powerful prophecy depicting not only the death of Jesus but what His
death did for the world is found in Isaiah 53.

Read Isaiah 53. How did this amazing prophecy, written more than half
a millennium before the Cross, so powerfully reveal Christ’s death
for us? What should this prophecy teach us about the prophetic gift?

Isaiah’s prophecies foretold the Messiah’s purpose and mission (Isa.
53:3-5). They explained why Christ was “led like a lamb to the slaugh-
ter” (Isa. 53:7, NIV) and how His atoning sacrifice saved His people from
their sins. The substitutionary aspect of Christ’s death is so explicitly
depicted there, showing the foundation of the atonement made on behalf
of all humanity.

“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his
own way; and the Lorp hath laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isa.
53:6). The universal nature of sin is depicted here; the universal nature
of the Cross, the solution to sin, is depicted here as well. This chapter,
perhaps more than any other in both the Old and New Testaments,
shows the plan of salvation in such clear and unambiguous terms.

Yet, Isaiah’s prophetic calling was not easy. People found his dire
predictions of their destruction preposterous, as many do today when
warned about the consequences of sin (Rom. 6:23). Isaiah’s prophetic
voice for his time and ours is clear (see Isa. 2:4, Isa. 5:20). It was
the refusal of the nation to practice justice and reform that led to
Jerusalem’s destruction. The same sin will mark the destruction of
earth’s wicked inhabitants when Christ returns.

Go back through Isaiah 53 and write down everything that Jesus
does for us, as depicted in those verses. What great hope can you
take for yourself from what the prophet has revealed about what
Christ’s death has done for us?
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Daniel, the Faithful Seer

Most Christians know the story of Daniel 1, in which he stood for
the health principles that he had learned as a child. Daniel was a model
of faithfulness (Dan. 1:8). When presented with royal delicacies, he
insisted on eating a plant-based diet and drinking only water instead of
partaking of the diet offered him from the king’s table (Dan. 1:12—16).
This was a small test in contrast to what would come later, such as in
Daniel 6, when his faithfulness could have easily meant death for him.

Read Daniel 2:46-48; Daniel 4:18; Daniel 5:13, 14; and Daniel 6:25-27.
What do these verses tell us about the kind of witness Daniel was to
the pagans around him?

Look at the testimony from these pagans to the power of Daniel’s
God. However unique these stories, they all reveal a crucial principle:
by our lives, by our faithfulness, and by the power of God working in
and through us, others can and should learn about the God of heaven,
and know that He is “a God of gods, and a Lord of kings.”

Also, because the recurring theme of Daniel’s prophecies is judg-
ment, culminating in Christ’s second coming (God’s ultimate victory),
the meaning of Daniel’s name, “God is my judge,”’ is quite appropriate.
His writings deserve careful study and attention as they are relevant
today. Daniel’s prophecies serve as a reminder always to remain vigi-
lant and keep God’s commandments, even in the “little” things of life.

Also, as a prophet, Daniel foretold the rise and fall of nations and
the consequences of their disobedience to God. Through his prophetic
visions, Daniel revealed God’s plan and the ultimate victory of God’s
kingdom (Dan. 7:13, 14).

Think, for example, about Daniel 2, written half a millennium before
Christ. Daniel so accurately depicted the rise and fall of these four great
world empires, even coming up to our time (that of the feet and the toes
of the statue), clearly referring to nations of modern Europe, which, as
the prophecy so clearly teaches, “shall mingle themselves with the seed
of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed
with clay” (Dan. 2:43). What an amazing prediction about Europe, even
to this day, in which, despite intermarriage and all attempts at unity, the
continent would remain as separate nations with separate laws, customs,
and traditions. When even a few years before the fall of the Soviet Union,
no intelligence agency saw that fall coming, Daniel’s prediction gives us
powerful reasons to trust God’s prophets.

All the kingdoms in Daniel 2 came and went as predicted. What
should this tell us about trusting the prophecy, which talks about
God’s eternal kingdom coming next (Dan. 2:44)?
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John the Baptist, Preparing a People

Read Mark 1:2-5. What was the purpose of John the Baptist’s ministry?

The Gospel of Mark informs us that the arrival of John the Baptist was
the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy (Isa. 40:3). John’s development from
childhood to manhood was marked by faithfulness to God. Satan feared
losing his dominion over humanity after hearing John’s voice in the wil-
derness (see Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 224). The wickedness
of John’s listeners was unmasked in a manner that caused Satan to quake.
Satan’s grip over Israel was being threatened. He repeatedly tried and
failed to dissuade John the Baptist from his faithful lifestyle and trust in
the Messiah.

Read Matthew 11:1-6. How did Jesus reaffirm John’s faith while the
preacher was in prison?

Satan was unable to tempt Jesus into sin, and his defeat in the wilder-
ness enraged him. He then changed tactics by having John, Jesus’ cousin,
thrown into prison. John’s imprisonment hurt Jesus, even though Satan
could not entice Him to sin. This was Satan’s way of breaking John, while
emotionally burdening the heart of the Savior. But John received a word
of encouragement from Jesus. And despite his terrible conditions, and
certainly not understanding why he remained in prison when Jesus was
so powerful, John nevertheless stayed faithful, even unto death.

Like the prophets of old, we, too, are called to proclaim a message
of repentance and faith and the totality of Christ’s righteousness (Rev.
14:6—-12). As he did with John the Baptist, Satan may use uncertainty
to make us doubt God’s mission for our lives. We need not become
despondent if we remember God’s leading in our lives, especially when
things don’t go well for us, as happened with John, who was impris-
oned and then killed by the actions of an evil woman and a weak-willed
man. Whatever humans may do to us, we can reach out to God in faith,
and He will answer us. He has promised us power to do His will (4cts
1:8). In the post-Christian and non-Christian world, it is imperative that
we be faithful witnesses for Christ, whatever our circumstances.

Have you ever been in a position, as John was while in jail, where
you just could not understand why such bad things were happen-
ing to you? How did you maintain your faith and trust in God?
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Called to Prophetic Ministry

God calls prophets at specific times for special purposes. They were
there with the messages needed for that time. In this context, Seventh-
day Adventists believe that Ellen G. White was one such person who
demonstrated a modern manifestation of the prophetic gift, functioning
much like a noncanonical prophet (more on this in the lessons to come).
Ellen Harmon (White) received her first call in December 1844, a few
weeks after Millerite Adventists had expected Jesus to return based on
Daniel 8:14: “Unto two thousand and three hundred days, then shall
the sanctuary be cleansed.”

Although William Miller never set an exact date, his followers even-
tually looked to October 22, 1844, based on the biblical time reckon-
ing for the Day of Atonement as the date Christ would return to the
earth. This belief brought tremendous anticipation to thousands upon
thousands in North America and other regions of the world. Soon they
would be united with their Savior in heaven. Miller, too, became filled
with excitement and enthusiasm as the expected Advent approached.

But Christ did not appear, and the Millerite believers experienced one
of the most devastating historical events, the Great Disappointment.

This is the setting in which God gave Ellen Harmon (White) her first
vision. Its primary message was to encourage both her and the disap-
pointed believers that God was still with them in spite of their mistaken
interpretation. The vision pointed to a path heading from this earth to
the heavenly Jerusalem. On this path were Advent believers traveling
to the Holy City. And “if they kept their eyes fixed on Jesus, who was
just before them, leading them to the city, they were safe.”—Ellen G.
White, Spiritual Gifts, vol. 2, p. 31.

This vision was good news. God was beginning to create a new
movement out of the confusion of the disappointment. Jesus was still
with them. He was still returning. He was still leading them on the path
of salvation. They just had to keep their eyes “fixed on” Him. They
had great reasons not to give up hope, even amid so much turmoil and
disappointment.

Thus, Ellen G. Harmon (White), a 17-year-old teenager, was called
to her prophetic ministry. Hers was not an easy path, especially in the
beginning.

Although this gift was gradually accepted as genuine, Ellen G. White
was fearful to be God’s messenger. Being a prophet of God had never
been easy or prestigious. So, how would she submit to God’s call?

Next week we will take a closer look at the special work and chal-
lenges faced by Old Testament prophets, some of which are also echoed
in the life and ministry of Ellen G. White, as we will learn next Friday.

To discover more, visit https://whiteestate.org/absg/2.
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From Drug Dealer . . .

By MissioN EpiTor

Matthew and Martin were Marek’s best friends. If a fight broke out at
school, the same three teens were always to blame: Matthew, Martin, and
Marek. Today, Matthew is dead; Martin spent seven years in prison; and
Marek is a former drug dealer who serves as one of the leaders of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Poland. What happened?

Marek grew up in a Christian family in southern Poland. His life fell apart
at the age of 18 when his girlfriend left him. He decided to pray: “God, I want
her back.” Nothing happened. Then he prayed, “God, I don’t want to wake up
anymore.” Still nothing happened.

Marek stopped praying and became an atheist. He started using drugs. Then
his friend Martin decided to sell drugs and invited Marek to join him. Marek
quickly became successful at selling and using drugs.

Two years passed, and Marek couldn’t find anyone to join him at a big party
on New Year’s Eve. Disappointed, Marek decided to visit his grandmother.

That night, he found himself staring at a picture of Jesus in his grand-
mother’s home. He thought, Even if I don t believe in God, Jesus was real. He
remembered reading the Bible as a boy.

Several days later, Marek visited a woman who promised to reveal his
future. She shuffled cards and warned about the end of the world. Astonished,
Marek asked when the world would end. She said in exactly one year.

Marek started reading the book of Revelation, hoping to learn how the
world would end, but understood nothing. Turning to the gospels, he was
amazed to learn that Jesus had a kingdom where people would be happy and
live forever.

One night, after a party, he was sitting in a car, eating takeout food with
friends. Out the window he saw a bookstore called Signs of the Times.

The next day, he went to the bookstore and asked, “Do you have some
books about Nostradamus?”

The woman behind the counter said, “No, but if you are interested in proph-
ecy, we have The Great Controversy.’

Marek bought the thick book by Ellen White and was stunned as he read.
He double-checked everything in the Bible and online. It all seemed to match.

One night, as he read The Great Controversy in bed, he asked himself, “Am
I gaining light from reading this book?”’

At that moment, the light bulb in the lamp above his head began to blink.
That was unusual, and Marek grew nervous. Suddenly, he noticed a reflection
of himself in a window. All he could see was his head and the light bulb right
above it. The bulb stopped sputtering and shone brightly again.

The answer was clear. It was the first time in his life that he sensed God’s
presence and love. He knelt and said, “God, if You are like this, I want to serve
You.”

Provided by the General Conference Office of Adventist Mission, which uses Sabbath School
mission offerings to spread the gospel worldwide. Read new stories daily at AdventistMission.org.
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Part I: Overview

Key Text: Isaiah 6:8

Study Focus: Gen 15:6, Gal. 3:6-9, 1 Kings 18:19-39,
Isaiah 53, Dan. 2:44—48, Mark 1:2—5, Matt. 11:1-5.

Introduction

A biblical prophet’s call is a divine summons in which God directly appoints
an individual to speak on His behalf, often through a revelatory experi-
ence such as a vision, dream, or audible voice. This call typically involves
a commission to proclaim God’s message, to confront sin, and to guide
His people, sometimes at great personal cost, as seen in the lives of such
prophets as Moses, Isaiah, and Jeremiah. This week’s lesson focuses on the
prophetic call in various historical settings and how the prophets’ messages
generally addressed the themes of judgment, salvation, and restoration.
The discussion culminates in Ellen G. White’s calling as a manifestation of
God’s desire to continue communicating with His people in a sinful world.

Part II: Commentary

1. God chose prophets to be His spokespersons.

Old Testament scholar Willem A. VanGemeren effectively captured the
divine nature of the prophetic calling and its mission to convey God’s mes-
sage when he defined an Old Testament prophet as “an Israelite, called by
God, and empowered by the Spirit[,] who serves as God’s spokesperson][,]
who has received authority and a revelation from God[,] who is a good
shepherd over God’s flock[,] who demonstrates God’s Word and mission
by signs.”—VanGemeren, Interpreting the Prophetic Word (Grand Rapids,
MI: Zondervan, 1990), p. 32. Several features of this definition stand out.
First, God gave the prophet a divine revelation, and the Spirit empowered
the prophet to deliver that revelation. Second, the prophet functioned as a
shepherd over the Israelite people, nurturing, guiding, rebuking, and cor-
recting them. Finally, signs such as miracles, special events, and object
lessons verified the prophet’s divine credentials.

The prophetic call was a life-transforming moment for the prophet. It
arrived unexpectedly, with force and power, but “was not experienced as the
prophet’s long-coveted opportunity to attain knowledge which is otherwise
concealed. He does not seize the moment, he is seized by the moment. The
word disclosed is not offered as something which he might or might not
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appropriate according to his discretion, but is violently, powerfully urged
upon him.”—Abraham J. Heschel, The Prophets, part 2 (New York: Harper
& Row Publishers, 1962), p. 224. “I am filled with power,” declared Micah,
“with the Spirit of the LorD, and with justice and might, to declare to Jacob
his transgression and to Israel his sin” (Micah 3:8, ESV).

In numerous prophetic books, the authors declare that the “word of the
LorDp came” to them (Hos. 1:1, Jon. 1:1, Jer. 1:11, ESV; see also Joel
1:1), or that “the hand of the LorD was upon” them (Ezek. 1:3, Ezek.
3:22, ESV), and they introduce or conclude their oracles with “thus says
the LORD” (Amos 1:3, Obad. 1:1, Hag. 1:7, ESV; see also Zech. 12:1, Isa.
7:7). These repeated prophetic formulas leave a distinct impression that
the seers had no doubt they were speaking God’s words. This prophetic
“word” or revelation often carried a message of judgment, as Ezekiel
declared: the LorD “said to me, ‘Son of man, stand on your feet, and I will
speak with you.” And as he spoke to me, the Spirit entered into me and set
me on my feet, and I heard him speaking to me” (Ezek. 2:1, 2, ESV). Later,
the LORD says, “And you shall speak my words to them, whether they hear
or refuse to hear, for they are a rebellious house” (Ezek. 2:7, ESV).

2. The prophets delivered God’s message to an audience in a particu-
lar historical situation.

Prophets were “chosen by God to receive his message and then to pro-
claim it to an audience in a particular historical situation.”—Eric J. Tully,
Reading the Prophets as Christian Scripture: A Literary, Canonical, and
Theological Introduction (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2022),
p. 58. For example, each prophet in this lesson experienced his or her
prophetic gift in a particular historical situation.

God’s call to Abraham (Gen. 12:1) occurred in the aftermath of the
confusion of languages, in Genesis 11, when paganism, idolatry, and
warfare had won the day. Interestingly, the first time the term “prophet”
occurs in Scripture applies to Abraham (Gen. 20:7), who functioned
as an intercessor. Elijah ministered during a great spiritual crisis in
the northern kingdom of Israel, during the reigns of kings Ahab and
Ahaziah. Elijah thundered against Baal worship and called Israel to
repentance. Isaiah prophesied during the reigns of the four kings of
Judah, in the ninth century, when the great challenge was the rise of the
empire of Assyria, the greatest threat to Judah during this time. Daniel
played a significant role in the kingdoms of Babylon and Persia. John
the Baptist heralded the coming of the Messiah in the first century. In
postbiblical times, Ellen G. White received her first vision in antebellum
America, following the Millerite disappointment.
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3. The prophetic message consisted of judgment, salvation, and res-
toration.

The prophetic message in the Old Testament often revolved around
three central themes: judgment, salvation, and restoration. These themes
were interconnected and formed the core of the prophets’ ministry,
addressing the covenant relationship between God and His people. The
prophets consistently called Israel and Judah back to their covenantal
obligations to God, warning them of the consequences of their rebellion,
idolatry, and social injustice. Judgment was portrayed as a divine response
to the breaking of the covenant (Deuteronomy 28). Despite their warnings,
the prophets offered hope, pointing to God’s willingness to save a remnant
of His people who would repent. Salvation often involved God’s interven-
tion to rescue His people from their enemies or from dire circumstances.
Restoration involved the return of the exiles to their land, the rebuilding
of Jerusalem and the temple, and a spiritual renewal in the people’s rela-
tionship with God, culminating ultimately in the coming of the Messiah.

4. Ellen G. White’s inaugural vision was the beginning of her pro-
phetic calling and brought hope and encouragement to the confused
believers after the Disappointment.

In December 1844, Ellen G. White received her first vision in the his-
torical context of the Millerite disappointment. It was a transitional time
as the followers of William Miller were in disappointment and disarray. A
young Ellen emerged on the scene with a message of hope and encourage-
ment. While praying with a group of discouraged Millerite women, she felt
surrounded by light. To her mind was opened a scene in which she saw the
“advent people” traveling on a narrow path toward heaven, with a great light
behind them and Jesus ahead of them. If they kept their eyes on Jesus, they
stayed on the path, advancing forward. When some took their eyes off Jesus,
they fell off the path into the dark world below (see Ellen G. White, Early
Writings, pp. 13—15). The vision surprised her and was a force she could not
control. As the biblical prophets before her, she was “seized by the moment.”

Several themes emerge from this first vision, which is foundational
to Ellen’s future prophetic ministry. First, it points to her lifelong pas-
sion for the second coming of Jesus. Second, Seventh-day Adventists
should never forget their place in prophetic history. Third, all Christians,
especially Adventists, must keep their lives focused on Jesus as Lord and
Savior (see George Knight, 4 Brief History of Seventh-day Adventists,
2nd ed. [Hagerstown, MD: Review and Herald, 2004], pp. 35, 36).

Ellen called this her “first vision,” as her heavenly transports became
a repeated experience. Thus, her prophetic identity formed around the
frequently used phrases, “God has shown me,” “I saw,” or “I was taken
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off in vision,” which conveyed her prophetic self-consciousness and
authority. These revelations brought comfort and consolation to the
scattered, distressed band of faithful believers who went through the
Millerite experience. She was called to travel and share her visions
with the various groups of Millerites spread throughout Maine and,
later, other parts of New England. Eventually, she put these revelations,
and the many to come, in writing for circulation among the developing
believers who would eventually become Seventh-day Adventists.

For Further Study: See Zoltan Szalos-Farkas, The Rise and Development
of Seventh-day Adventist Spirituality: The Impact of the Charismatic
Guidance of Ellen G. White, Doctoral Dissertation Series (Cernica,
Romania: Editura Institutului Teologic Adventist, 2005), vol. 1, pp. 56-61.

Part I11I: Life Application

The following life application questions, drawn from the above com-
mentary, are offered to enrich your class discussion. Choose from among
them, and from those in the lesson, the ones that will best engage your
class in meaningful reflection.

1. The prophets did not seek their call but were seized by it. How do
you imagine the prophets felt during this experience? How does
this challenge our perspective on God’s calling in our own lives?

2. Each prophet’s message was shaped by the historical challenges of
his or her time. How does understanding the historical context of
biblical prophecy help us apply its lessons to our lives today?

3. The prophets warned that breaking the covenant would lead to
judgment (Deuteronomy 28). How does this principle apply to per-
sonal and communal faithfulness today?
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4. Despite their messages of judgment, the prophets always pointed
to hope and salvation. How can we hold on to hope during trial
and personal guilt?

5. How can we be messengers of God’s justice and mercy in a world
that struggles with the extremes of both?

6. Ellen G. White’s first vision emphasized keeping our eyes on Jesus.
How can we stay spiritually focused on Christ amid life’s distractions?

7. One of the key themes of her vision was the importance of remem-
bering our place in prophetic history. How does understanding
where we are in God’s plan shape how we live today?

8. Ellen G. White’s prophetic ministry continued throughout her life.
How can we discern and respond to God’s ongoing guidance in our
personal spiritual journey?

9. How does knowing that God uses ordinary people for extraordi-
nary purposes encourage your faith?

10. How can we balance the themes of judgment, salvation, and resto-
ration in sharing the gospel with others?
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